
Ask Before You Decide tells students, 
prospective students and the general public 
how accreditation can help with decisions 

about going to a vocational school, college or 
graduate or professional school:

•	 What place to attend.
•	 How to finance an education.
•	 How to choose a major or career field.
•	 What to expect about continuing an education 

after earning a credential or degree. 

It answers: What is accreditation?  How does 
accreditation help me to make smart choices? What 
questions do accreditors think I need to ask to make 
smart choices? 

What is Accreditation?

Accreditation is like a very hard test. It requires every 
part of a school or program to be examined and 
judged by experts. If the school or program passes 
the test, this means that it lives up to its promises to 
students. You can trust what the school or program 
tells you about its courses, its teachers, the services 
it provides and what you will need to pay (tuition and 
fees). 

When a school or program says “We are accredited,” 
it is saying it has a seal of approval or a good rating. 
To keep the seal or rating, the test has to be re-taken 
at least every several years. 

How Does Accreditation Help Me Make Smart 
Choices?  

Accreditation is your friend. It protects you because 
it requires that schools and programs tell the truth 
about everything that you need to know about your 
education. 

Before you even get to a college or university, 
accreditation has done an extensive background 
investigation and evaluation of the school you plan 
to attend. You cannot do all this work on your own, 
so accreditors have made sure that you have reliable 
information about: 

1.	 Admission requirements.

2.	 Whether you will be prepared for the career 
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